BOROUGH OF EYE 

yi Annual Report of the Medicel 
officer of Health for the 
Year ending 3lst»eDecember 1954. 
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AUNUVUAL REPORT 
of the 
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
as to the 
Sanitary Conditions of the Eye Borough 
for the Year 1954. 


The Mayor and Members of the Council of the Borough of Eye. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present the Annual Report of tne 
Medical Officer of Health for 1954. For the first part of the 
year my predecessor, Dr MeAeDawson, was in Office, and I was 
appointed to succeed her from the lsteApril 1954. 


The year under consideration has been a healthy one and 
apart from an outbreak of whooping cough there have been no 
epidemics. 


The Registrar General has reverted to the former method 
of registering deaths which occur in Hartismere Hospital so 
that deaths relating to persons who were admitted from Districts 
other than the Borough of Eye are now transferred out to these 
Districts. As a result the crude Death Rate (which was 85.19 
per 1000 population in 1953) has now fallen to 11.6. 
The standardised Death Rate of 661 compares most favourably 
with the Death Rate for England and ales (113). 


I should like to express my appreciation of the 
assistance given to me curing the year by the Officers and 
Starf of the Borough Council. 


GENERAL STATISTICS. 


Areae 4410 acres. 
Population (Registrar General's 

Mid-year estimate). aie 
Number of inhabited houses. 566. 
Rateable Value. £8929. 
Product of Penny Rate. Eye lie Ae 
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VITAL STATISTICS. Male eFemale eTotal. 


Legitimate births. 13. Te 20+ 
Illegitimate births - - - 
Crude Birth Rate per 1000 population. Love 
Comparability factor. 1.26 
Standardised Birth Rate. 15.37 
Birth Rate (England & Wales). 1532 
Stillbirths. Nil 
Stillbirth Rate per 1000 total live and 
stillbirths England & Wales. 24.0. 
Deaths of Infants under 1 year. Nil 
Infant Mortality Rate. Nil 
Infant Mortality Rate England & Wales. 2505. 
Male.Female.Total. 
DEATHS. Be Lis 19. 
Crude Death Rate per 1000 population. 1ie6. 
Comparability factor. 6457 
Standardised Death Rate. 6461. 
Death Rate (England & Wales). 11.3.6 
Causes of Death. Males.s Females. 
Malignant Neoplasm of Stomache Al a) 
of Lung,broncuse - 1 
Other Malignant & Lymphatic Neoplasms. 3 - 
Vascular lesions of nervous systen. - L 
Coronary disease,angina. - e 
Hypotension with heart disease. ai - 
Other heart disease. = 2 
Pneumonia. - 2 
Bronchitis. 1 - 
Other diseases of respiratory systen. d, - 
Ulcer of stomach & Duodenum. - us 
Other defined & ill-cefined diseases. ~ 1 
Motor vehicko accident. es ea 
8. Lis 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


At the end of the year there were 8 cases on the register 
4 pulmonary and 4 non-pulmonary. 
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NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 
Whooping Cough 15, Puerperal Pyrexia 3, Scarlet Fever 2. 


DIPHTHERIA IMWUNISATION. 


The County Medical Officer has kindly supplied the 
following figures for the year 1954. 
Number of children receiving priming injections - 20 
-— >) ~ Booster doses ~ lee 
MILK. 


One sample of milk was taken for examination which 
contained no Tubercle Bacilli or Brucella Organisms. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1948. 


It was not found necessary to take any action under 
Section 47 of this Act during the year. 


FOOD POISONING. 


No casses of food poisoning were reported during the yeare 


I an, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


KeMeHARDING. MeDe,DePeHe 
Medical Officer of Health. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE oe awe Toe )R_ FOR THE YEAR ENDED 


HOUSING. 


The lag in the Housing Programme for 1953 has ceased and 
houses are now in course of erection on the Bellands Way 
Estatee This programme comprises 10 houses in a terrace and 
8 bungalows for old people. 


In addition to these, 2 private enterprise houses were 
completed in the year and 1 is in course of erection. 
The police houses proposed to be erected on the Bellands Way 
Estate have not yet been startede 


REPAIRS UNDER THE HOUSING & PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS. 


It has not been necessary to take Statutory Action for 
the carrying out of essential repairs to properties,informal 
requests having been sufficient. 


Three cottages in Wellington Road the subject of a 
Demolition Order were pulled down and the site cleared. This 
effected a great improvement to the light and air for the 
remaining four cottagese 


HOUSING GENERAL. 


It is of interest to note that many people in 
substandard houses, although desiring better conditions,fear 
that the house they occupy may be demolished, and they will 
be forced into the occupation of a new or other house at a 
much increased rental from that which they now occupy, and 
which they cannot afford. 


In nearly all such cases the house occupied cannot be 
made fit at a reasonable cost, consistent with the rent 
paid, nor does the structure and layout of the properties 
merit grant under the 1949 Housing Act. 


Such properties are typical of many in the Borough, 
which, were they owner occupied or in the hands of a person 
dealing in the speculative reconstruction of houses, might 
be reconditioned and form a reasonable property, but not 
within the rental scope of the person now occupying it. 
Neither would the reconditioning of such houses be an 
economic proposition for the Councile 


These properties are a problem for a Local Authority, 
and the occupiers of such houses therefore carry on in 
conditions which are not very desirable, and the demolition 
of the properties seems the only alternative. 
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REFUSE COLLECTION. 


This service proceeds satisfactorily, but since the 
increased use of canned and bottled foods has become more 
general, I feel that the time 1s approaching when the Council 
may have to reconsider the area which they now scavenge 
monthly, and afford a more frequent collection. 


MEAT & FOOD INSPECTION.» 


No slaughterhouses are in operation in the Borough, and 
meat inspection as required is carried out at the Butchers? 
shopse Canned foods which are defective or blown are 


condemned as found necessary No complaint uncer this head 
has been received from the public. 
MILK. 


Tne bottling of milk at central sources, togetner with 
pasteurization, has practically eliminated the sales of the 
Smalier milk retailer. 


SaWERAGE. 


The alteraticns at the sewage works have been carried out. 
A new percolating filter,together with Balancing Tanks and 
humus tanks have been constructed. The effluent is discharged 
into the nearly ditch, ultimately flowing into the River Dove. 
Subject te the works not becoming overloaded and to proper 
attention, no pollution of the river should take places 


WATER SUPPLY. 

The customary routine samples for bacteriological analysis 
have been taken during the year and in every case the analyst:s 
report has been that the water supply is very satisfactory. 

. The amount of water supplied to Hartismere ReDeCe during 


the year amounted to 5,122,000 gallons. A reciprocal supply 
Can be given as and when required. 


CLOSET CONVERSION. 


All the closets in the Borough, the owners of which were 
served with the requisite notice, have now been connected to 
the main sewer. 


I am, 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


HeAUSTIN REEVE, 
Sanitary Inspector. 
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